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Rule of Law: Good Law and Good Governance
WANG Li-ming
(School of Law, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Rule of law is the organic combination of good law and good governance. Law is an impor-
tant instrument for good governance, which is but conditional on the goodness of law. Good law is the
embodiment of people’s wills and interests and reflects the values of fairness and justice. It must be
consistent with the law of social development. Meanwhile, good law should be a scientific and rational
system, which reflects the circumstances of the nation, the society and the people. Good governance
serves the end of rule of law, encompassing such contents as democratic governance, governing accord-
ing to law, governing by virtuous officials, collaborative governance, and governance with both law
and morality. To construct the system of rule of law, it is necessary to promote good governance with
good law.
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